Structural Fire Prevention Field Guide

Appendix C
GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Accessory Building: Any building used as an accessory to resdentid, commercid, recresationd, indudtrid, or

educationa purposes as defined in the latest adopted edition of the Cdifornia Building Code, Group U, Divison
I, Occupancy that requires a building permit.

Activity Timing: Theidentification of when a given prevention activity needs to be conducted. Thiscan be
identified as dates, times, or by burning index or other indicators, such as “deer hunting season”. Activity Timing
will be part of any prevention prescription.

Agriculture: Land used for agricultural purposes as defined in aloca jurisdiction’s zoning ordinance.

Building: Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy that is defined in the
Cdifornia Building Code, 1994 Amendments, Chapter 2.

CDE: Cdifornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.
CEQA: Cdifornia Environmental Qudity Act.

CFESIAM: CdiforniaFire Economics Smulator-Initid Attack Module, a software program for modeling the
initid attack system and simulating changes in the fire protection system.

Cdifornia Fire Economics Simulator (CFES): A computer model used as part of the Data Processing System for
the Fire Plan. CFESwill dso be used as adata processing program for the Prevention Planning Process.

Classc Interface: A well-defined boundary. In Cdiforniathis interface type exists at the perimeter of well-
developed urban areas. Thetraditional interface, for example, implies some kind of boundary of defined
perimeter that can be defended aong some kind of front. And once the front is defended, the fire becomes clearly
gructura in character, or clearly wildland.

Clearance: Space cleared of vegetation as required by law, regulation, easement, etc., for the purpose of
preventing fires.

Clearance-Conductor: Digtance from overhead open conductors which must be kept free of vegetation; distance
varies depending on voltage carried by conductors.

Clearance-Pole Radid space around base of pole or tower, measured horizontally, which must be kept free of
flammable vegetation if certain hardware isin use overhead.

Climax Forest: See Late Seral Forest.

Code Enforcement: Application of specific codes based on statutory mandated conducted through inspection.

Contract Counties. In Cdifornia, the six counties that provide fire-prevention servicesin state respongbility aress
under contract with the state. These counties are Marin, Kern, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angelesand
Orange.
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Cod Edimates. Each prescription/identified activity will have an estimated cost factor. This factor will be used
to compare the program cogt to the potentia reduction in fire suppression costs.

Damage Assessment (Fire Suppression): Amount of economic loss.

Damage Evdudtion (Fire Prevention Engineering): The impact and effect of statutes and regulations on
sructures and other improvements relating to engineering, education, and enforcement.

Dead-End Road: A road that has only one point of vehicular ingress'egress, including cul-de-sacs and |ooped
roads.

Defensible Spacer The area within the perimeter of a parcel, development, neighborhood or community where
basic wildland fire protection practices and measures are implemented, providing the key point of defense from an
approaching wildfire or defense againgt encroaching wildfires or escaping structure fires. The perimeter as used
in thisregulation is the area encompassing the parcel or parcels proposed for construction and/or development,
excduding the physica gructureitsalf. The establishment and maintenance of emergency vehicle access,
emergency water reserves, street names and building identification, and fuel modification measures characterize
the area.

Devedopment: The usesto which theland, which is the subject of amap, shall be put, the buildingsto be
constructed on it, and &l dterations of the land and congtruction incident thereto (GC 66418.1).

Director: Director of the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection or his’her designee.

Driveway: A vehicular accesstha serves no more than two buildings, with no more than three dwelling units on
asgngle parce, and any number of accessory buildings.

Duff: Partidly decayed leaves, needles, grass or other organic material accumulated on the ground.

Dwdling Unit: Any building or portion thereof which contains living facilities, including provisons for deeping,
esting, cooking and/or sanitation for not more than one family.

Easement: A right afforded a person to make limited use of another’sred property.

Exception: An dternative to the specified sandard requested by the gpplicant that may be necessary dueto
hedlth, safety, environmental conditions, physica dte limitations or other limiting conditions such as recorded
higtorica dites, that provides mitigation of the problem.

Exempt: Does not require clearance of flammable vegetation.

Exhaug Particles: All internd combustion engines produce exhaust particles which are predominantly carbon
with contaminates. These particles originate from deposits formed on the interna surface of the engine or exhaust
system and, depending on their exact origin, may be expelled at temperaturesin excess of 3,000 F. Depending on
the nature of the contaminates, these particles are capable of glowing or sometimes flaming combustion. When
expdled through the exhaust system into the atmosphere, the combustion process may continue or even be
accelerated during flight. Such particlesif larger than 0.023 inch in diameter and at temperatures of 1,200 F are
capable of igniting cellulose materias upon contact.

Federa Railroad Adminigration (FRA): An agency of the U.S. Department of Transportation charged with
overseeing and regulating matters relating to rail transportation and safety. Assumed mogt of the respongibilities
of the Interstiate Commerce Commission (ICC) insofar as railroads are concerned.
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Firebreak: Any natura or congructed barrier utilized to segregate, stop and control the spread of fire or to
provide a contral line from which to work.

Fire Hazard: Dangerous accumulation of flammable fudsin wildland areas usualy referring to vegetation; the
flammable materids that may be ignited by the variousfirerisks or causefiresto increase in intengity or rate of
Spread.

FreRisk: A source of ignition of fire hazards.

Fire Season: That portion of the year, generdly 6 to 8 monthsin the summer and fall in Cdifornia, declared such
by the respongble public agency fire adminidrator. Declaration is based on fuel and weather conditions
conducive to the ignition and spread of wildland fires.

Hammable Combustible and capable of being easly set on fire or kindled.

Fire Therapid oxidation of afue resulting in the release of hegt, light and other byproducts.

Fire Information: The digtribution of information to the media on ongoing fires.

Fire Man: The business process used to define values at risk, focus efforts to mitigate potentia losses, a
framework for minimizing losses.

Fire Prevention: The practices used to keep the combination of heet, fud and oxidizer from continuing to thresten
life or property.

Fire Prevention Education: The development and distribution of policy, practices and publication proceduresto
targeted user groupsin order for them to take gppropriate action through behavior modification.

Fire Prevention Enforcement: The actions taken by the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) to assure that acts,
omissions or specific environment requirements set forth in statutes or regulations are cohered to by those being
held responsible.

Fire (Prevention) Engineering: The discipline of using the principles of fire behavior and its effects on life or
materias to cregte appropriate controls on the use of fire, or to res itsignition and spread.

Fire Prevention Program: The use of fire engineering, education and enforcement principles to support the
practices to reduce the probability of consequence from unwanted fires.

Fire Prevention Research: Examination of specific topics and data that have not been evaluated thoroughly, in
order to prescribe future engineering, education or enforcement needs.

Fire Protection: The palicies, practices and procedures used to limit fire losses in specific targeted areas: use of
al dternativesto minimize losses.

Fire Protection Planning: Development of the infrastructure to respond effectively once afire occurs.

Fire Safe: Environment crested in and around a building to resst the intrusion of fire.

Fire Safe Engineering: The use of fire prevention engineering practices to reduce fuels, creste access and reduce
potentia of ignition.
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Fuelbreak: Strip from which forest fuels and woody vegetation have been reduced by thinning, pruning or
remova well ahead of time to dow down or stop awildfire or to provide a control line from which to work.

Fud Modification Area: An areawhere the volume of flammable vegetation has been reduced, providing reduced
fireintengty and duration.

Greenbdts A facility or land-use designed for a use other than fire protection, which will dow or resist the
spread of awildfire. Includes parking lots, irrigated or landscaped aress, golf courses, parks, playgrounds, and
maintained vineyards, orchards or annua cropsthat do not curein thefield.

Hammerhead/T: A roadway that providesa“T” shaped, three-point turnaround space for emergency equipment,
being no narrower than the road that servesit.

Hazard: The resstance to control once awildfire startsfudls, topographic features, and weather conditions—
adversdly affecting suppression efforts are hazard factors.

ICS: Incident Command System.

Ignition Management: Includesfire prevention program activities that are aimed at preventing the ignition of
wildland fires and/or reducing damage from fires. Componentsinclude law enforcement, public education,
engineering, fuels modification, and fire-safe planning.

Ignition Management Anadysis and Planning Process A forma process of anadlyzing and prioritizing ignitions
which identifies those ignitions thet are most likely to become large and/or damaging fires.

Initial Attack: The wildfire control efforts taken by resourcesthat arefirg to arrive at awildfire.

Interface, or Wildland Interfacer The geographical meeting point of two diverse systems, wildland and Structures.
At thisinterface, structures and vegetation are sufficiently close that awildiand fire could spread to Sructures or
agtructure fire ignites vegetation.

Law Enforcement: Action taken to hold accountable those who do not comply with codes/laws (civil/criminal
actions).

I-Zone Casud reference to Urban-Wildland Interface

Late Seral Forest: A forest that has evolved, through successona processes, near to the end of the successona
line, or climax forest. Only through disturbance (fire or clear-cutting for example) will the forest return to an
earlier seral (successond) dage.

Lightning Arrester: A device designed to channel lightning or over voltageit to ground in order to protect the
circuit or equipment from excessive fault current.

Local Jurisdiction: Any county, city/county agency or department, or any localy authorized didtrict that issues or
approves building permits, use permits, tentative maps or tentative parcel maps, or has authority to regulate
development and construction activity.

Market Vaues. Those vauesthat can be identified/quantified such as homes, timber, and improvements. These
items can be valued with adollar figure.
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Multi-Position Small Engine (MSE): A hand-held, internal combustion engine operable in more than one
position. MSE configurations include, for example, such devices as chain saws, weed trimmers, brush-cutters,
blowers, hedge trimmers, and cut-off saws.

National Fire Danger Rating System: A scientifically developed system for estimating degree of fire hazard, risk
and burning intensity expressed numericaly for broad aress.

Non-Exempt: Requires clearance of flammable vegetation.

Non-Market Vaues Vauesthat cannot easily be quantified into a set figure as aesthetics, rare and endangered
species, or flood potentia. These values will need avaue rating of high, medium, or low.

Occluded Wildland: Whereisolated idands of wildlands are surrounded by primarily urban development. The
urban and wildland areas are generdly clearly separated, meeting a awell-defined boundary or interface. These
occluded wildlands may be many miles from continuous sretches of wildland.

Occupancy: The purpose of which abuilding, or part thereof, is used or intended to be used.

Operding Area: All the property on which active operations, including transportation, are to be conducted. The
areawithin 100 feet of the traveled surface of roadsis generdly consdered part of the operating area whether or
not it isincluded in rights-of-way or easements.

Operationd Areac Anintermediate leve of the Sate emergency services organization, consisting of a county and
al politica subdivisons within the county area.

Pallution Rights: In some areas, industries can buy and sdll rights to emit specified amounts of pollutants.

Pog-Fire Management: Damage Evauation, Damage Assessment and Recovery.

Pre Fire: Actionstaken prior to theignition of afireto affect the fire's behavior or impact.

PreFire Management: The comprehensive application of safety, fire prevention, and fire hazard reduction
techniques aimed to prevent the ignition of wildland fires, prevent the damage fires can cause, reduce the cods of
suppressing the fires and improving forest hedlth.

PreFire Planning: Effortsto identify specifics where actions should be taken to have the mogt effect on potentia
fires.

Prescribed Burning: Controlled gpplication of fire to wildland fuels, in either their natural or modified Sate,
under conditions of weather, fud moisture, 0il moisture, etc., asto dlow thefire to be confined to a
predetermined area and a the same time to produce results to meet planned objectives of land management.

Pre-suppression: Activities undertaken in advance of fire occurrence to help ensure more efficient fire
suppression. It includes over-al planning, recruitment and training of fire personnd, procurement and
maintenance of fire fighting equipment and supplies, and creating maintaining, and improving a system of fuel-
breaks, roads, water sources, and control lines.

Prevention Prescription: A ligt of activities developed to solve an identified problem or need. A prescription will
include: 1) what will be done, 2) when it will be done, 3) whereit will be done, 4) who will do it, and 5) the
edimated cogt. Prescriptions will normally be associated only with targeted fire prevention activities.
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Public Education: The distribution of information to influence the behavior of the generd public.

Public Information: Digtribution of information regarding ongoing department activities and proclamation,
advisories and education messages.

Quad 81* Grid: Thisisa 7-1/2 minute quadrangles overlay grid system to facilitate the Fire Environmental
Assessment process. 9 columns and 9 rows divide the 7-1/2 minute quadrangles. Theresultant cdlsare
approximately 450 acresin sze. Grid cdll Sze gives adequate leve of resolution for setting unit and statewide
priorities.

Range: A tier of sections six mileswide numbered east or west from a prime meridian running through a Public
Land Survey reference point.

Ranger Unit: Adminigrative unit of the CDF.

Red Hag Fire Alert: A warning system for notification of the public and industry that extreme fire conditions are
eminent or in effect.

Right-of-Way: The drip of land of varying width on which the tracks and other operating ingtdlations are placed
and over which the operating company has some degree of control, by elther deed, easement or specid use permiit;

the right to pass over property owned by another party.
Risk: Thelikdihood of awildfireignition. Thisisnormally aresult of the activities of people.
Risk-Fire: Potentid for ignition of fuels or an ignition agent.

Roadway: Any surface designed, improved, or ordinarily used for vehicle travel.

Roadway Structures: Bridges, culverts, and other appurtenant structures that supplement the roadway bed or
shoulders.

Same Practical Effect: An exception or aternative with the capability of gpplying accepted wildland fire
suppression drategies and tactics, and provisonsfor firefighter safety, including: &) access for emergency
wildland fire equipment; b) safe civilian evacuation; ¢) Sgning that avoids delays in emergency equipment
response; d) available and accessible water to effectively attack wildfire or defend a structure from wildfire; and
€) fuel modification sufficient for civilian and firefighter safety.

Section: Normally one square mile containing 640 acres aslaid out in the Public Land Survey.

Slviculture: Theart of cultivating aforest; foredtry.

Sash: Severed limbs and tops remaining after felling or pruning trees or brush.

Snhag: A standing deed tree.

Spark Arregter: A device that traps or pulverizes exhaust carbon particles to asize below 0.023 inch in diameter,
asthey are expdled from an exhaust system. A spark arrester systemn includes the following components:

Interna, combustion engine, interna parts, externd parts (bumper spikes, wrap-around handle bar, chain brakes,
covers, muffler, and spark arrester).
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Stakeholder: Any person, agency or organization with a particular interest —a stake — in fire safety and
protection of assets from wildland fires.

Stand-Replacing Fire: A firethat killsmost or al of the treesin a section of forest.

State Board of Forestry (SBF): A nine-member board gppointed by the Governor, which is responsible for
developing the generd forest policy of the State, for determining the guidance policies of the Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection, and for representing the State’ sinterest in federa land in Cdifornia

State Responsibility Area (SRA): Aress of the State in which the financia responghility of preventing and
suppressing fires has been determined by the State Board of Forestry pursuant to PRC 4125, to be primarily the
responsibility of the State (PRC 4102).

Structure: That which isbuilt or constructed, an edifice or building of any kind, or any piece of work artificidly
built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner.

Subdivision: Asdefined in Section 66424 of the Government Code.

Township: A tier of sections Sx miles wide numbered north or south from a base line running through a Public
Land survey reference point.

Turnaround: A roadway, unobstructed by parking, which dlows for a safe opposite change of direction for
emergency equipment. Design of such areamay be ahammerhead/T or terminus bulb.

Turnouts: A widening in aroadway to alow vehiclesto pass.
Uncontrolled Fire: Any fire that threatensto destroy life, property or naturd resources, and either is not burning

within the confines of firebreaks, or is burning with such intendty that it cannot be reedily extinguished with
ordinary tools commonly available.

Undergtory: Small trees (seedlings, saplings, pole-sized) growing under a canopy of large, more or less mature
trees.

Urban-Wildland Interface: Refersto the geographica point where flammable vegetation meets man-made
structures.

Vdue Thevauesat risk - what can be destroyed by awildland fire. Vaue includes market (quantifiable) values
and non-market vaues such as rare and endangered species, visua aspects, etc. Timber resource losses and
potentia improvement losses should be consdered as market values.

Verticd Clearance: The minimum specified height of a bridge or overhead projection above the roadway.

Wildfire Asdefined in Public Resources Code Sections 4103 and 4104.

Wildland: Uncultivated land, other than fallow, neglected or maintained for such purposes aswood or range-
forage production, wildlife, recregtion, protective watershed cover or wilderness.

Wildland Fire: Any fire occurring on undevel oped land.
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